
Process for Institutional Review of Life Sciences Research 

Institution identifies whether USG funding agency has notified the institution that the research is DURC . If YES 

If NO 

IRE verifies that the research involves any of the listed agents, reviews PI’s assessment, and makes final 
determination of the applicability of the list of experimental effects. 

Institution notifies 
appropriate USG 
funding agency of 

outcome within 30 
calendar days .                  

If NO 

If YES   to both 

IRE conducts a risk assessment to determine whether the research meets the definition of DURC . 
If YES 
or NO 

If NO 

If YES 

The research requires oversight under the Policy: IRE considers the previously identified risks and the anticipated benefits in 
order to develop a draft risk mitigation plan. 

Institution works with the USG funding agency to complete the draft risk mitigation plan within 90 calendar days of the IRE’s 
determination that the research is DURC. 

USG funding agency finalizes the risk mitigation plan within 60 calendar days of receipt of the draft plan. 

Institution implements approved risk mitigation plan and provides ongoing oversight of DURC . 
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PI conducts and/or communicates research according to risk mitigation plan. 

PI notifies the IRE as soon as: 
• PI’s research involves any of the agents listed in XXX; or 
• PI’s research with one or more of the listed agents also produces or can be reasonably anticipated to produce one or more of the effects listed in XXX; 

or 
• PI’s research that meets the criteria listed above may meet the definition of DURC.  
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